THE   RIVER   TIGRIS
cross-bars of wood are laid and bound firmly in place.
The skins are examined daily and when necessary re-
inflated; great care must be taken to keep them
moist, for if they become dry they are liable to
burst, The raft is manned by one or two natives,
whose only work is to guide the " keleq," as the raft
is called, to keep it in the middle of the stream, away
from all dangerous rocks and shoals. For this
purpose a rough kind of oar is used, made from
the branch of a tree, with palm branches at the
end forming the blade. The keleq floats down the
river with the current, the passengers amusing them-
selves with singing and reciting stories,
When a European travels, a little hut is built
for his convenience. A light framework of lath is
run up, just large enough to hold a travelling bed-
stead and chair; this is covered with felt or water-
proof sheeting and placed upon the raft. On arrival
at Baghdad the whole is sold for about half its
original price. The owner of the keleq sells the
planks of wood forming the floor of the raft, packs
up carefully his skins, and returns by land to Mosul,
as the current is too strong to allow of his return
the same way as he came. He is then ready to be
hired for another journey. In good weather a
journey on a raft is a very pleasant mode of travel-
ling. It has many advantages over caravaning by
land. There is no need of the early morning or
midnight scramble preparatory to the start. The
owner simply ties up after sunset, and as soon as
dawn appears he quietly slips the rope, and off the
raft glides, while the passenger is still sweetly slum-
bering, unconscious of any movement.
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